as Streptococcus vestibularis. These streptococci were correctly identified to the species level as S. salivarius by genetic methods using sodA int gene sequencing (5) . Sequence analysis of the two strains yielded 98.6% identity with the sequence of the type strain S. salivarius ATCC 19645 (EMBL gene bank accession no. Z95916). The difficulty in phenotypic identification of these strains confirms the need to use genetic methods for identification of certain viridans group streptococci determined to be of clinical relevance.
In summary, we report two cases of meningitis due to S. salivarius infection related, respectively, to intestinal neoplasia and epidural anesthesia, each with good clinical response. The use of genetic methods was determinative for species-level identification.
